
June 20, 2012 

 

 

 

 

EHDanson Associates 

Roy Ward 

357 Western Ave 

Suite 104 

St Johnsbury, VT 05819 

 

Re:  Variance request for an alternative stair to a storage mezzanine 

 

Location:  VTRANS Garage, 5 Barnes Ave,, Colchester, VT   

 

Site#  84254 

 

Dear Mr. Ward, 

 

I am in receipt of a variance request to allow the installation of a stairway outlined in NFPA 101, 

Chapter 40, Table 40.2.3.2.1 in lieu of the allowed types of stairs in Chapter 42, Section 42.2.2.3 

  

Under the provisions of the amended 2006 Vermont Fire & Building Safety Code, Section 5, a 

variance may be granted when the applicant can demonstrate that an equal degree of safety is 

being provided through a safe alternative method. 

 

Code Requirement:  2006 NFPA 101 42.2.2.3.1; Stairs shall comply with 7.2.2 and shall be 

permitted to be modified as follows:   

(1) Noncombustible grated stair treads and noncombustible grated landings shall be 

permitted. 

(2) Industrial equipment access stairs in accordance with 40.2.5.2 shall be permitted. 

 

2006 NFPA 101, Section 42.2.2.3.2; Spiral stairs complying with 7.2.2.2.3 shall be permitted. 

 

In reviewing this request, I have consulted with Deputy Director Robert Patterson from our 

division about the use of the proposed stairway outlined in Chapter 40.  It is our decision that the 

spiral stair is the safer stair to use.  The straight stair outlined in Chapter 40 has a tread depth of 

10 inches and a maximum rise of 9 inches which creates a steep stairway. In the event that 

someone was to fall they would proceed straight down the stairway, whereas the spiral stair 



would afford them more protection with the wrap around railing. I strongly suggest installing the 

spiral stair that provides the most rise and tread depth as outlined in Chapter 40, Section 

7.2.2.2.3.2. This variance request is Denied. 

 

If you have any question, please contact me at 879-2302. 

 

Respectively, 

Joseph Benard, CFI; CPE 

Regional Manager 

Division of Fire Safety  

Williston Regional Office 

802-879-2302 –Desk 

802-879-2312 – Fax 

jbenard@dps.state.vt.us - Email



 

  

 





 

 

 


